
I went to Camp Carew June 14th-

19th. It was called MAD camp for 

Music Art and Drama. I had a great 

time with all the activities we did 

like making the props for our play, 

painting the background scenes, 

going canooing, swimming, and of 

course the play. The food there is 

great! My favorite was the pizza 

quesadias. And they have people 

called hoppers that set the tables 

and clean up afterwards. One day I 

was a hopper and I was late to the 
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Chris Schweighart - Clerk   

485-5195                    

Delores Lucas– Memorial            

485-5197                       

Jeannette Hulick- Mission                

485-5678                      

Susie Fisher- CE/Personnel                          

485-5258                                                                                                                                                                         

Cheryl Smith- Treasurer/

Finance/ Personnel        

598-2510 

Gary Fisher– Buildings & 

Grounds                            

485-8120                   

Barb Kelley–            

Membership/Finance    

485-5547                      

Jim Wilson– Buildings & 

Grounds/Worship               

485-5730                         

Jeri Brooks– Worship/

Buildings & Grounds                 

637-5464                    

Rev. Kerry Bean–          

Designated Pastor 

Cell phone number-               

(618) 314-2298.   

Email address-

kerrybean@frontiernet.net  

Skype account:                    

Kerrybean1  
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Did you write down 

the church office 

hours? 

“Counting the Costs 

of Ministry” By     

Pastor Kerry 

Camp Friendship 

will be starting 

soon!  Are you able 

to help? 

 

hopper bell (the bell they ring so the     

hoppers will come set the             

tables),i had slept in to late, so I ran 

to the eating room and all the    

counselors greated me with a          

"Good morning Maddy" because I 

was late. I had a great time at Camp 

Carew and I encourage all the kids 

to go. 

I N S I D E  

T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Submitted by Maddy Wilson 

mailto:kerrybean@frontiernet.net


Counting the Costs of Ministry 

Jesus tells a couple of parables that involve counting the cost of an undertaking before committing to it.  

One involves a man building a tower and the other a king considering going to war.  Both, of course, are 

costly ventures, and it would be foolish indeed to run out of financial resources only part-way through 

their completion.  These parables can be balanced with Jesus’ teachings that even just a little faith will 

help us to accomplish great things. 

   Operating a church, even a small church, costs a lot.  If you’ve ever looked at a copy of a church 

budget, you know what I mean.  First come all the facility expenses: heating and cooling, for instance, 

and electricity.  Building maintenance requires a lot of resources, too.  Then there are the day-to-day 

costs like office supplies and paper products.  And let us not forget the expenses of staff compensation.  

The last item is often the most costly of all.   

   This year at First Presbyterian Church(USA) of Tolono, we are learning firsthand just how much it costs 

to provide our ministries with a full-time Pastor (namely, me!).   Even at the Presbytery’s minimum com-

pensation requirements, a small church can be really challenged to muster the financial resources 

needed to keep a full-time ministry going.  In our case, we are receiving some help from the Presbytery 

in the hope that with growth- and improvement in the economy- that our congregation can sustain full-

time ministry well into the future.  (This support is not indefinite, by the way.) 

   When First PC of Tolono agreed to seek a full-time pastor, you all took a big step of faith.  It was a step 

based in the belief that God will provide the necessary resources and that all the members of the 

church will support its ministry in as equitable a way as possible.   That was a very important step 

(which I believe has already reaped benefits for the church), but only the first step in an ongoing jour-

ney.   It is a long-term commitment and a serious one. 

    Several weeks ago now, the session did some calculating.  We discovered that in order to meet our 

budgeted expenses for this year we need each household (―giving unit‖ ) to support the church with be-

tween $40-$50 per week.  This is not just pocket change.  For many of our households such a level of 

giving could seriously strain an already strained checking account.  We are all affected by downturns in 

the economy, with their layoffs and bearish markets.  Sometimes our savings are drying up and our eq-

uities are diminishing. 

Now, I don’t mean to sound like a prophet of gloom.  I just want to let you know that the session of your 

church understands that we’re all facing choices about how to best use resources like our money, our 

time, and our energy.  And, of course, these choices aren’t easy.   Continued on page 3….. 
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And I also want us to celebrate the great ways that God is being served through our ministries.  

From our weekly worships to our support for mission to church renovation to community outreach 

through our daycare program- all begin with God’s inspiration and your giving.  Let me be crystal 

clear: ministry may be expensive but the good it does is beyond our ability to count!   

By the end of this year, the session will be presenting to you a plan for our church’s growth and 

ministry for the next 5-10 years.  Even now session members are praying for discernment as we 

begin to craft ideas into plans.  And you all will be invited to participate when we offer a congrega-

tion-wide study and prayer from the great workbook Unbinding Your Heart later this fall. 

   But long-term plans walk hand in hand with short-term realities.  And one of our short term reali-

ties is that our current levels of giving are not keeping pace with our ministry expenses.  I am not 

sounding an emergency siren, here, but instead a call to draw your attention.   If the current gap 

between income and expenditures continues, then in several months time we will have drawn very 

heavily upon the church’s savings.  And then some really difficult choices will need to be made. 

   My request is that you prayerful consider what you are able to give in support of the church’s 

ministries.  This is always a delicate matter for pastor’s to bring up, because it can seem very self-

serving.  But be that as it may, I am called to lead our church and protect it, too.  And so I come to 

you to simply pray about the support you can provide- and then follow faithfully where God leads 

you.  Like Jesus said, faith helps us to do amazing things! 

  Thanks for reading this article all the way through and especially thanks for being a partner in the 

ministry of Jesus Christ through First Presbyterian Church(USA) of Tolono. 

Peace, 

Rev. Kerry Bean, Designated Pastor  
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Tuesday Afternoons– 1-4pm and Wednesday Mornings– 9am-12pm 

Please feel free to call, email, or stop by with any questions and concerns at this time.   
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06/08/2009 

Dear Presbyterian Church Members,  

My sister and I wish to thank you for providing your facilities for the post-funeral get together for my 

sister, Elizabeth Wilson. 

Your hospitality was much gracious and much appreciated. 

Sincerely Yours,  

J. Robert Fleming 

Linda Smith– July 5th 

Bill Stevens- July 12th 

Tracy Wilson– July 19th 

Cary Woolard– July 26th 

Bonnie Woolard– August 2nd 

Camp Friendship will be held July 27 – 31 from 8:45 – 11 a.m.  Ages 4 through children that 

have completed 5th grade are welcome. Registration will be at 8:30 a.m. on July 27. There will 

be a variety of activities, including games, science, cooking, sports, art, drama and crafts. The 

focus will be on what it means to be a friend to each other and our relationship with the       

greatest friend of all—Jesus.  There will be early registration forms in the entry way of the CE 

Building and by request.  Please call the church office at 485-3725 to leave your name and  

address and one can be sent directly to you.  For any questions or concerns or to volunteer, 

please contact Bonnie Woolard at woolard@mrktshare.com or  369-7844.  We hope to see you 

there! 

V A C A T I O N  B I B L E  S C H O O L  S T A R T S  S O O N !  

L A Y  L E A D E R  S C H E D U L E

C H U R C H  S O F T B A L L  L E A G U E  

It’s once again time to sign up for softball!  Last year, we 

were invited to join a co-ed league consisting of Philo      

Presbyterian Church and a few other churches from Villa 

Grove.  This year, Pastor Kerry is going to lead the team!  

Games start in August and more information will be given as 

soon as we get it.  There is a sign up in the Narthex or you 

can call the church office to let Staci or Kerry know if you 

want to be involved.  No prior softball skills required— this is 

just a fun way to get together and meet others from area 

churches!   
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Worship is every Sunday at 10:30 am.   

Adult Sunday School is at 9:15 am and Children Sunday School is at 9:30 am. 

The Quilting Bees meet every Wednesday at 1pm in the church basement.  All are welcome! 

The Friends of the Church will meet for lunch on the third Monday of each month at 11:30 am at the    

Hometown Buffet on N. Prospect in Champaign. Everyone Welcome! 

For more events please visit our online calendar: http://calendar.yahoo.com/tolonopres/ 

A N N I V E R S A R I E S  

   1 2 3 4         Happy 

Independence 

Day! 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12                

Contemplative 

Service 8pm at  

Philo Pres 

13 14 

Session 7pm 

15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26                    

Newsletter  

Submissions 

Due 

27 28 29 30 31  

      Sunday     Monday    Tuesday Wednesday Thursday          Friday           Saturday 

7/29 Gary & Linda Fisher 7/3 Betty  Pacquin 

7/6 Abby Rogers 

7/9 Beth Rogers 

7/9 Tracy Wilson 

7/11 Blanche Krumm 

7/13 Nancy  Bedient Soueidan 

7/13 Kelli Brooks 

7/13 Bill Ferguson 

7/14 Nathan Seiler 

7/16 Jake Kelley 

7/16 Bill Brooks 

7/18 Tim Collins 

7/21 Jim Maxwell 

7/22 Keegan Payne 

7/28 Cary Woolard 

7/29 Kaycee Collins 

7/29 Jeannette Hulick 

7/30 Kyle Kamradt 

7/31 Whitney Payne 

http://calendar.yahoo.com/tolonopres


òI CAME SO THAT THEY MAY HAVE LIFE, AND       

HAVE IT ABUNDANTLY.ó   JOHN 10:10 

104 E. Vine St.  

Tolono, IL  61880 

Phone: 217-485-3725 

E-mail: tolonopres@yahoo.com 

F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  

C H U R C H  O F  T O L O N O  

F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

Church Calendar of Events: http://calendar.yahoo.com/tolonopres/ 

Discussion Forum: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/tolonopres/

Temporary website: http://il.local.yahoo.biz/tolonopres/ 

 
Every Sunday: 

 

Worship Service 10:30 am (Nursery Available) 

 

Adult Sunday School 9:15am     Children Sunday School 9:30am 

 

Fellowship immediately following worship 

 If you would prefer to receive this newsletter via email or if you 

would like to be taken off this mailing list, please let us know.  

Call 485-3725 or e-mail tolonopres@yahoo.com.  Thanks. 

 

http://calendar.yahoo.com/tolonopres
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/tolonopres/
http://il.local.yahoo.biz/tolonopres/

