
Our church is very lucky to have 

raised money for Heifer Intôl.  We 

have been educated and now 

know the numerous benefits and 

life changing differences that this 

organization can bring to those 

who are less fortunate.  If you find 

yourself web-surfing this month, 

please check out the link at the end 

of this column.  The article is titled 

ñThe Womenôs Crusadeò, by   

NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF and SHERYL 

WuDUNN . 

R E A D  A B O U T  T H E  H E I F ER  P R O J E C T                    

I N  T H E  N E W  Y O R K  T I M E S ! 

M E E T  Y O U R  S E S S I O N  M EM B E R S 

Chris Schweighart - Clerk   

485-5195                    

Delores Lucasð Memorial            

485-5197                       

Jeannette Hulick- Mission                

485-5678                      

Susie Fisher- CE/Personnel                          

485-5258                                                                                                                                                                         

Cheryl Smith- Treasurer/

Finance/ Personnel        

598-2510 

Gary Fisherð Buildings & 

Grounds                            

485-8120                   

Barb Kelleyð            

Membership/Finance    

485-5547                      

Jim Wilsonð Buildings & 

Grounds/Worship               

485-5730                         

Jeri Brooksð Worship/

Buildings & Grounds                 

637-5464                    

Rev. Kerry Beanð          

Designated Pastor 

Cell phone number-               

(618) 314-2298.   

Email address-

kerrybean@frontiernet.net  

Skype account:                    

Kerrybean1  
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See photos from VBS 

2009 and the Heifer 

Lemonade stand! 

òYour Gifts are 

Needed!ó 

WYN to begin the 

16th!  

Lakota Reservation 

Winter Clothing     

Collection 

 

It tells the stories of several women 

from different places in the world.  

Thanks to Heifer, one poor, abused, 

cattle herder from Zimbabwe was 

able to turn her life around.  She 

has earned her undergraduate and 

Masterôs degrees and is now a 

Ph.D. candidate at Western      

Michigan University.  These true life 

stories are amazing and could be 

what you need to feel empowered 

and thankful today.   

I N S I D E  

T H I S  

I S S U E : 

Go to http://www.nytimes.com and type ñThe Womenôs 

Crusadeò in the search box.   

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/opinion/editorialsandoped/oped/columnists/nicholasdkristof/index.html?inline=nyt-per
mailto:kerrybean@frontiernet.net


Your Gifts Are Needed 

If we just take a couple of moments to think about it, we begin to realize just how incredibly blessed we are.  

Think of our families and friends who love us, a home to call our own, and the wages we earn from our work.  

And we can think even bigger than that: we have been blessed with our bodies and spirits and this world in which 

to live.  The vast universe itself is a gift in which we experience life.   

For us Christians, the view is evener grander: we gratefully acknowledge that our Creator God loves us enough 

(actually, everyone enough) to send his Son Jesus the Christ to give us life beyond this life.  This is what we   

celebrate each week in the church: that by Godôs grace alone we are born to live past our deaths.  We literally 

owe God everything. 

Now, the church is bold enough to claim to be the body of Christ in the world.  To be, in a very real way, the 

hands and feet of God in the world.  I wish we always lived faithfully to that claim.  Unfortunately, we are 

known too little for our grace and our compassion and our passion for following Jesus.  But we are very           

imperfect- it comes with being very human. 

There is a famous maxim that the church is supposed to be ñin the world but not of the world.ò  It means that 

sometimes we get our priorities mixed up and we begin to act more and more like a social club and less as less 

like the compassionate Christ of the gospels.  It is a never-ending struggle to get our priorities lined up with 

Godôs.  But even when we do, the fact remains that we live in the world. We are a human organization that takes 

gifts and talents and resources and uses them to fulfill our missions and ministries.  We are given great gifts    

expressly so that we will share those gifts freely and joyfully.  Perhaps the greatest part about giving from our 

abundance is that see how we touch peopleôs lives for the good.  Out recent support of the Heifer Project is a 

great example. 

The Session of First Presbyterian Church has called two special congregation meetings: one for Sunday 

9/6 and the other for Sunday 9/13.  Please, please plan to attend one or both of these meetings.  The Finance 

Committee and I will be explaining to you in plain, no-nonsense terms the present financial condition our church 

finds itself in.  As with our nationôs economy, this is a very challenging time.  Unless significant decisions and 

changes are made, we will be unable to meet the expenses it takes for us to presently provide our ministries.  In 

other words, our expenses are outpacing our financial support.  Our reserves are running lower with each month.  

Something- either less spending or more giving- simply has to happen.  To continue down this same road is     

impossible. 

Please join with us as we try to discern what God is calling our congregation to become.  Your presence and your 

voice are essential.  The great gifts that God had given to you and to me are essential.  To live up to the claim of 

being the body of Christ in the world is essential, too.  Please come and share your gifts with us for the sake of 

our ministries in Godôs name. 

Peace,   Rev. Kerry Bean, Designated Pastor  
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C H R I S T I A N  E D U C A T I O Nð W Y N  S T A R T S  U P  F O R  FA L L !  

WYN (Wednesday Youth Night) will start up again for the fall semester beginning on September 16 

and will continue until November 18.  WYN will begin at 5:30 p.m., rather than 5:45, this semester 

and last until 8:00 p.m.  WYN is open to any child in grades K-5 or grades 6-8.  Due to many factors, 

including the current economy and the high price of food, we have reluctantly had to increase the    

tuition for WYN this fall.  The cost is now $28 for the first child in a family and $24 for each additional 

child; however, scholarships are available to help families who need help meeting those costs, so 

please do not hesitate to inquire about them.  At WYN, children enjoy a family-style meal shared with 

òtable parents,ó and learn about Godõs love for them and about the Bible.  This semester we will be 

trying something new for WYN, based on the success of our VBS this summer which was organized 

around a series of òworkshopsó which related to a Biblical theme.  This fall children at WYN will       

engage in three òrotations,ó each lasting three weeks and each centered around a different Bible 

story.  Our theme this semester is òBible Superheroes: The Real Incrediblesó and will include the    

stories of Esther, Daniel, and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (The Fiery Furnace).  Workshops 

may include science, cooking, Bible study, art, games, drama, puppets, woodworking, rhythm and 

movement, and more!  

P R E S B Y T E R Y  M E E T I N G 

The next Presbytery meeting will be held on Thursday, September 24.  Please contact Linda Smith if 

you would like to attend and want a ride. 

Q U I L T I N G 

Quilting will officially be starting up again on Wednesday afternoons at 1pm.  Anyone is welcome!  

Please meet in the church basement.   

P I C T U R E S  

F R O M  V B S  

2 0 0 9  C A M P  

F R I E N D S H I P ! 
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Heifer Project 

Once again, our congregation has responded to our Heifer Project goal with generosity!  Our 

goal for this year was to raise $560 to purchase 1 water buffalo, 1 goat, 1 pig, 1 flock of chicks, 1 

flock of ducks, and 1 hive of honeybees.  Between a special collection at church (thanks to the       

antennae-wearing kids for BEE-ing the collectors), a lemonade stand outside the church one            

afternoon (in the rain!), and other donations, we have reached our goal!  Particularly inspiring for the 

kids (and the adults who were involved) was the lemonade stand.  The kids showed boundless         

enthusiasm despite the weather and really took charge of attracting attention to the sale, serving   

customers, and collecting the money.  Those who stopped to buy lemonade and cookies were also 

kind and many gave us much more than the price of their food and drink, telling us to òkeep the 

change.ó  Thanks to all who helped with our campaign, whether making cookies, helping collect funds, 

or donating to the cause.  Itõs amazing to think how many lives we may help change for the better with 

these six gifts.  I encourage all of you with internet access to check out Heiferõs website, particularly 

the home page where there are several links to stories and news about real people whose lives have 

been positively impacted by Heifer. 

http://www.heifer.org/site/c.edJRKQNiFiG/b.183217/?msource=kw260 

 

Lakota Reservations Winter Clothing Collection 

This month we will begin to collect winter clothing for the Lakota (Sioux) reservations in South 

Dakota.  Sometime soon there will be a box in the CE lobby in which you may put your donations of 

coats, hats, boots, mittens and gloves, scarves, and sweaters for the reservation.  All sizes are 

needed, baby to adult.  Please make sure that the items are either new or in gently used condition 

(clean, no rips or tears, etc.).  Donations to help cover the cost of postage are also appreciatedñ

please contact me if you are interested in helping with this.  Last year it cost close to $90 to send   

several large boxes (thankfully, a generous friend covered the cost for us). 

See more information about NAHA (Native American Heritage Association, the organization through 

which we supply goods to Pine Ridge and other Lakota reservations:                                                

http://www.naha-inc.org/index.html 

Particularly check out the òvirtual touró to see what happens to our stuff after it arrives. 

 

Coming up next month 

Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF and the 

beginning of                                          

Operation Christmas Child (aka 

òthe shoeboxesó)! 

 Bonnie  Bonnell 

 Dawn  Flavin 

 Cheryl  Smith 

 Jeff    Fisher 

 Bonnie  Woolard 

 Susie  Fisher 

 Sara (Maxwell)  Kessinger 

 Heather  Blair 

 Herb    Beckemeyer 

 Dale  Appl 

 Karen  Collins 

 Gavin A.  Steele V 

 Cody  Payne 

P I C T U R E S  F R O M  

T H E  H E I F E R  

L E M O N A D E  S T A N D!  

http://www.heifer.org/site/c.edJRKQNiFiG/b.183217/?msource=kw260
http://www.naha-inc.org/index.html

