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SEPTEMBER 2009 EDITON

CHURCH OF TOLONO

READ ABOUT THE HEIFE PROJECT
IN THE NEW YORK TIMES!
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INSIDE Our church is very lucky to have It tells the stories of several women
THIS rai sed money f or flomidiffeeent placastindhe world. We
ISSUE: have been educated and now Thanks to Heifer, one poor, abused,
know the numerous benefits and cattle herder from Zimbabwe was
E:GSET ORGS 2 life changing differences that this able to turn her life around. She
organization can bring to those has earned her undergraduate and
EES'jVTY'SN b3 who are less fortunate. If you find Masterds degrees an
INFORMATION yourself web-surfing this month, Ph.D. candidate at Western
PRESBYTERY 3 please check out the link at the end  Michigan University. These true life
MEETING of this column. The article is titled stories are amazing and could be
MISSION 4 AThe Womenoshy Cr us whiiteyau,need to feel empowered
MOMENTS NICHOLAS D. KRIST@kd SHERYL and thankful today.
CALENDAR 5 WuUDUNN .

Go to http://www.nytimes.com and t
Crusadeodo in the search box.
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e See photos from VBS Chris Schweighart Clerk Gary Fished Buildings & Rev. Kerry Beaf

2009 and the Heifer 4855195 Grounds Designated Pastor
Lemonade stand! i
Delores Luca$ Memorial 485-812I(|) Cell phone number
edYour Gifts apoeldr Barb Kellep (618) 314-2298.
|6 Jeannette HulickMission = Membership/Finance
Needed! ¢ .
485-5678 485-5547 Email address
# WYN to begin the Susie Fisher CE/Personnel Jim Wilsor® Buildings & kerrybean@frontiermet.net
16th! 485-5258 GroundS/WorShip Skype account:
e Lakota Reservation Cheryl Smith Treasurer/ 4855730 Kerrybean1
Winter Clothing Finance/ Personnel Jeri Brook$) Worship/
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http://topics.nytimes.com/top/opinion/editorialsandoped/oped/columnists/nicholasdkristof/index.html?inline=nyt-per
mailto:kerrybean@frontiernet.net
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Your Gifts Are Needed

If we just take a couple of moments to think about it, we begin to realize just how incredibly blessed we are
Think of our families and friends who love us, a home to call our own, and the wages we earn from our wo
And we can think even bigger than that: we have been blessed with our bodies and spirits and this world ir
to live. The vast universe itself is a gift in which we experience life.

For us Christians, the view is evener grander: we gratefully acknowledge that our Creator God loves us en
(actually,everyoneenough) to send his Son Jesus the Christ to give us life beyond this life. This is what we
celebrate each week in the church: that by Godbad
owe God everything.

Now, the church is bold enough to claim to be the body of Christ in the world. To be, in a very real way, th
hands and feet of God in the world. | wish we always lived faithfully to that claim. Unfortunately, we are
known too little for our grace and our compassion and our passion for following Jesus. But we are very
imperfect it comes with being very human.

There is a famous maxim that the church is supp
sometimes we get our priorities mixed up and we begin to act more and more like a social club and less as
like the compassionate Christ of the gospels. It is a rewvding struggle to get our priorities lined up with
Godds. But even when we intheworldt Weeare & human onganizasian that take:
gifts and talents and resources and uses them to fulfill our missions and ministries. We are given great gif
expressly so that we will share those gifts freely and joyfully. Perhaps the greatest part about giving from
abundance i s that see how we touch peopleds I|iv
great example.

The Session of First Presbyterian Church has called two special congregation meetings: one for Sunday
9/6 and the other for Sunday 9/13. Please, please plan to attend one or both of these meetifgs.Finance
Committee and | will be explaining to you in plain-nonsense terms the present financial condition our chure
finds itself i n. As with our nati onbés economy,
changes are made, we will be unable to meet the expenses it takes for us to presently provide our ministrie
other words, our expenses are outpacing our financial support. Our reserves are running lower with each
Something either less spending or more givirgimply has to happen. To continue down this same road is
impossible.

Please join with us as we try to discern what God is calling our congregation to become. Your presence ai
voice are essential. The great gifts that God had given to you and to me are essential. To live up to the cl
being the body of Christ in the world is essential, too. Please come and share your gifts with us for the sal
our ministries in Godds name.

Peace, Rev. Kerry Bean, Designated Pastor
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION WYN STARTS UP FOR ALL!

WYN (Wednesday Youth Night) will start up again for the fall semester beginning on September 16

and will continue until November 18 WYN will begin at 5:30 p.m., rather than 5:45, this semester

and last until 8:00 p.m. WYN is open to any child in gradeskor grades 68. Due to many factors,
including the current economy and the high price of food, we have reluctantly had to increase the

tuition for WYN this fall. The cost is now $28 for the first child in a family and $24 for each additional
child; however, scholarships are available to help families who need help meeting those costs, so

please do not hesitate to inquire about them At WYN, children enjoy a famiggyle meal shared with
otable parents, 6 and | earn about Godds | ove for
trying something new for WYN, based on the success of our VBS this summer which was organized
around a series of oworkshopsdé which related to
engage in three oOrotations, 6 each | asting three
story. Our theme this seRemtsneredsbd6Bsbl an8B8uwet h
stories of Esther, Daniel, and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (The Fiery Furnace). Workshops

may include science, cooking, Bible study, art, games, drama, puppets, woodworking, rhythm and
movement, and more!

PRESBYTERY MEETING

The next Presbytery meeting will be held on Thursday, September 24. Please contact Linda Smith if
you would like to attend and want a ride.

QUILTING

Quilting will officially be starting up again on Wednesday afternoons at 1pm. Anyone is welcome!
Please meet in the church basement.

PICTURES
FROM VBS
2009 CAMP

FRIENDSHIP!
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MISSON MOMENTS

Heifer Project

Once again, our congregation has responded to our Heifer Project goal with generosity! Our
goal for this year was to raise $560 to purchase 1 water buffalo, 1 goat, 1 pig, 1 flock of chicks, 1
flock of ducks, and 1 hive of honeybees. Between a special collection at church (thanks to the
antennae-wearing kids for BEENg the collectors), a lemonade stand outside the church one
afternoon (in the rain!), and other donations, we have reached our goal! Particularly inspiring for the
kids (and the adults who were involved) was the lemonade stand. The kids showed boundless
enthusiasm despite the weather and really took charge of attracting attention to the sale, serving
customers, and collecting the money. Those who stopped to buy lemonade and cookies were also
kind and many gave us much more than the price

change. 0 Thanks to all who helped with our cam
or donating to the cause. |l tds amazing to thin
these six gifts. I encourage all of you with i

the home page where there are several links to stories and news about real people whose lives have
been positively impacted by Heifer.

http://www.heifer.org/site/c.edJRKOQNIiFiG/b.183217/?msource=kw260

Lakota Reservations Winter Clothing Collection

This month we will begin to collect winter clothing for the Lakota (Sioux) reservations in South
Dakota. Sometime soon there will be a box in the CE lobby in which you may put your donations of
coats, hats, boots, mittens and gloves, scarves, and sweaters for the reservation. All sizes are
needed, baby to adult. Please make sure that the items are either new or in gently used condition
(clean, no rips or tears, etc.). Donations to help cover the cost of postage are also appreciated
please contact me if you are interested in helping with this. Last year it cost close to $90 to send

several large boxes (thankfully, a generous friend covered the cost for us).

See more information about NAHA (Native American Heritage Association, the organization through
which we supply goods to Pine Ridge and other Lakota reservations:
http://www.naha-inc.org/index.html

Particularly check out the oOvirtual touro6 to se

Coming up next month — BRG T T
Trickor-Treat for UNICEF and th§ R an i
beginning of L = '
Operation Christmas Child (aka |
Ot he shoeboxesg

PICTURES FROM
THE HEIFER

LEMONADE STAND


http://www.heifer.org/site/c.edJRKQNiFiG/b.183217/?msource=kw260
http://www.naha-inc.org/index.html

